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CONTRIBUTION TO THE CRITIQUE 
OF HEGEL'S PHILOSOPHY OF LAW 

Int roduct ion 

For Germany the criticism of religion is in the main complete, 
and criticism of religion is the premise of all criticism. 

The profane existence of error is discredited after its heavenly 
oratio pro aris et /octs" has been disproved. Man, who looked for a 
superhuman being in the fantastic reality of heaven and found 
nothing there but the reflection of himself, will no longer be 
disposed to find but the semblance of himself, only an inhuman 
being, where he seeks and must seek his true reality. 

The basis of irreligious criticism is: Man makes religion, religion 
does not make man. Religion is the self-consciousness and self-
esteem of man who has either not yet found himself or has 
already lost himself again. But man is no abstract being encamped 
outside the world. Man is the world of man, the state, society. This 
state, this society, produce religion, an inverted world-consciousness, 
because they are an inverted world. Religion is the general theory of 
that world, its encyclopaedic compendium, its logic in a popular 
form, its spiritualistic point d'honneur, its enthusiasm, its moral 
sanction, its solemn complement, its universal source of consola­
tion and justification. It is the fantastic realisation of the human 
essence because the human essence has no true reality. The struggle 
against religion is therefore indirectly a fight against the world of 
which religion is the spiritual aroma. 

Religious distress is at the same time the expression of real distress 
and also the protest against real distress. Religion is the sigh of the 
oppressed creature, the heart of a heartless world, just as it is the 
spirit of spiritless conditions. It is the opium of the people. 

a Speech for the altars and hearths.—Ed. 
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